


PREFACE

The world population is projected to reach 8.04 billion in 2025 and 9.40 billion in 2050 from 5.85
billion as of 1997. The population explosion is prominent especially in Asia, which is currently home
to 3.54 billion people or over 60% of the world’s population. Urban problems in Asian countries
regarding employment, housing, transportation, water, sanitation and environment require immediate

attention for stabilization of the explosive population.

This inquiry targeted administrative officials of 53 cities in five countries; India, Indonesia, Pakistan,
South Korea and Japan and was designed to assess their level of awareness of urban problems in their
cities, as well as offer insight into the direction of their policies on these issues. Especially in this
fourth inquiry, the assessment was aimed at analyzing the follow-up of “ICPD” (International
Conference on Population and Development) action programmes and the socioeconomic conditions of
Asian cities, focusing on five items; poverty and quality of life, population growth and family planning,

empowerment of women, “ICPD” action programmes, and urban problems.

We would like to express our deepest gratitude to the access person in each country who conducted
the survey and Dr. Keiichiro Matsushita, Professor of Ryukoku University for their cooperation in the

implementation of this inquiry.

We hope this report will contribute to the understanding of the current situation of medium-sized
Asian cities, as well as be a tool in the solution of various problems that they face. We look forward to

receiving valuable feedback from the readers of this report.

Kazutoshi Sasayama

President of Asian Urban Information
Center of Kobe

Mayor of Kobe



Executive Summary

Introduction

This report presents the findings of the Fourth Urban Inquiry (1996-97) conducted by the Asian Urban
Information Center of Kobe (AUICK). This inquiry is designed to obtain information from
administrators on the urban conditions they perceive to be problems or advantageous to their cities and
to obtain information on the projects they were undertaking to address those problems. The inquiry
was carried out through self-administered questionnaires mailed to administrators in 53 cities in the five

countries: India, Indonesia, Japan, South Korea and Pakistan.

All five countries have experienced both total and urban population growth, reaching high levels of
urbanization during the past 30 years. Japan and South Korea have shown remarkable progress in raising
per capita output and industrialization while India and Pakistan, although they have made some
economic progress, still remain predominantly agricultural. ~ With respect to social welfare, all countries

have progressed, but Japan and, to a lesser extent, South Korea are well ahead.

Population Growth

The most common perception of the administrators in India and Pakistan was that their population
growth was at a higher level than they would like it to be, while the majority in Japan, Indonesia and
South Korea were satisfied with the current population growth in their cities. The control of in-migration
and natural growth was identified as a feasible method to reduce growth. A growth rate within a range

of 1-3% was observed to be most desirable.

Family Planning

According to the judgments of the administrators of the surveyed cities, Japan is considered to have low
fertility; South Korea and Indonesia to be moderate while a greater number of cities in Pakistan and India
ranked as high fertility areas It is observed that the use of family planning services is widespread in
Indonesia, limited in Pakistan and moderate in the other three countries. Religious and traditional
beliefs were found to be the major barrier against utilization of family planning services in India and
Pakistan. Mass media and visual tools were widely used by all the countries, except Japan, to promote
family planning activities. However, these countries show a desire to move towards participation-

oriented programmes both for the young and adults, which Japan has already started.

Poverty

Only one third of the administrators provided point estimates of the percentage of persons living below
the poverty line in their cities, whereas 74% were able to indicate an approximate range. Accordingly
Japan and South Korea had less than 10% of city dwellers in poverty, while in most of the cities in

Indonesia the poor did not exceed 20%. In contrast the situation seems to be much worse in India and


















